
LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE 

#695 APRIL 23, 1975 


#695 APRIL 23, 1975 




Packet #695 
April 23, 1975 

CONTENTS (**denotes short--250 words or 
NATIONAL less) 

**CIVIL LIBERTIES: Anti-War Protester Qets $20,000 

Back Pay. .2 

CONTRACEPTIVES: The Complete (At Present) Facts 

About the Pill....... ....3 

TRIALS: Justice Dept. Study Says Gov't Loses Polit- 
ical Cases Because of Juror Attitudes. .... .6 

BICENTENNIAL: Massive Demonstration Commemorates 

Battles of Lexington and Concord . . ......... 7 

**JUDGES: Hey Brother, Can’You Spare $20,000.... 7 


ATTICA/FBI: Former Informant Spied on Defense, 
Testifies She"Committed a Political 
Crime". . . ... .8 

**LESBIAN : Divorced Lesbian Mother Wins Custody of 

Her Child. ... .8 

INTERNATIONAL 

VIETNAM: Thieu Resigns : PRG Calls for "Adminis- 

tration Which Really Wants Peace" . ......... 1 

CAMBODIA: Member of National United Front Govem- 

,|nent Describes Situation. .2 

**VIETNAM: Hue and Hanoi Communications Restored.. .2 

**P0RTUGAL: Insurance Company Takes It Out on 

Portugal . . . ........ ........................ 7 

**BRAZIL: River Pollution Kills Wildlife, Including 

Vultures . .... . , . . ............ 7 

RADICAL MEDIA BULLETIN BOARD 5 


TABLE OF MALCONTENTS 

Collective: Minton Brooks , Ellen Garvey, Cidne 

Hart, Laura Levande, Sarah Platt, Barbara Plog, 
Sandy Shea, Mike Shuster, Ron Sirak, Nancy Stiefel 

Comrades: Ron Aid en, Laurie Leifer, Judy Rabin- 

ovitz 

Correspondents: Schofield Coryell -- Paris 


Facts About the Pill story continued from page 4 

One=a-^day type vitamin preparations with 
altered dosages do exist to make up for those pill- 
induced deficiencies. Pill users who are concerned 
about deficiencies might use one of these products. 
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THIEU RESIGNS; PRG CALLS FOR 

"ADMINISTRATION WHICH REALLY WANTS PEACE" 

LIBERATION News Service 

SAIGON (LNS)— After ten years of iron-fisted rule, 
South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu announced 
his resignation from office on April 21. His decision 
to step down coincided with the liberation of Xuan Loc, 
the twentieth provincial capital to come under control 
of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of South 
Vietnam (PRG) in a little more than a month. 

Ironically, Thieu ended his reign with a denunci- 
ation of the U.S. government, whose massive commitment c 
of ground troops, B^52 bombefs, anti-personnel weapons, 
napalm, and CIA-operated "pacification programs" were 
the only thing that permitted the repressive Saigon re- 
gime to endure this long. 

In his resignation speech, Thieu criticized the 
U.So for failing to re-intervene militarily to save 
his crumbling administration. "The United States has 
rot respected its promises," he said. "It is unfair. 

It is inhumane. It is not trustworthy. It is irrespon- 
sible." 

Thieu appointed as his successor Vice President 
Tran Van Hrong, a 71 year-old politician who has serv- 
ed as mayor of Saigon and premier of South Vietnam at 
various times since 1954. Huong was reportedly picked 
by Thieu to be his vice president in 1971 because Thieu 
felt Huong would rot try to challenge his rule. 

The PRG reacted to Thieu's resignation by point- 
ing out immediately that his resignation alone "cannot 
change the situation." Although again emphasizing that 
it wishes a negotiated end to the fighting in South 
Vietnam, the PRG stressed that it will only negotiate 
with a Saigon administration willing to honor the Paris 
Accords on Vietnam. 

In Paris, the PRG issued a statement when word 
came of Thieu's resignation. It demanded an end to 
"all military and other United States interference in 
the internal affairs of South Vietnam" and replace- 
ment of the ^'Nguyen Van Thieu clique' with an admin- 
istration which really wants peace, independence, de- 
mocracy and national concord and which will seriously 
apply the Paris agreements." 

The PRG also indicated that if the U.S. insists 
on committing itself to a Saigon regime that will con- 
tinue to ignore the Paris Agreements, it will continue 
its military efforts to liberate South Vietnam. 

"If the United States does rot really respond to 
the legitimate demands and seeks to imder take maneuvers 
upon maneuvers to deceive public opinion and continue 
its present policy in South Vietnam, nothing can be 
settled and it must then assume full responsibility," 
the PRG statement said. 

Thich Thien Chau, a Buddhist exile in Paris in- 
volved with the Third Force — ron-PRG, anti-Thieu act- 
ivists--al so called for a Saig)n government of "new 
people who don't belong to United States planning." 

A spokesman for the PRG delegation in Saigon warn- 
ed that the resignation of Thieu could be a "deceptive 
trick by the U.S....to maintain the traitorous stooge 
Thieu clique without Thieu." 

"Tliis farce cannot deceive anybody, decidedly can- 

rot change the situation and ca nnot help the U.S^— tQ 
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avoid heavier defeats if it pursues the policy of 
military involvement and intervention in South Viet- 
nam," said Major Phuong Nam of the PRG delegation 
in Saigon. 

In a nationally televised tslk vfitfhiCyBS new® less 
than 12 hours after Thieu's resignation, Gerald Ford 
called for "fairly sizable, short-termed, very pre- 
cise, military involvement" on the part of the U.S. 
to "evacuate refugees" from South Vietnam. Ford said 
there was ':'no problem" about his authority to use 
Amenrican troops to evacuate U.S. citizens. 

After the interview. Presidential press secre- 
tary Ronald Nessen said Ford still wants Congress 
to approve his request for $722 million in emergency 
military aid and $2'5'0 million in :"hl^ aid 

fbr Sbuth Vietnam. 

Soutces on Capitol Hill report that the chances 
for more military aid to the Saigon regime are very 
slim, but that funds labeled "humanitarian" aid- - 
which will be used to evacuate both Americans and 
Vietnamese from South Vietnam--will probably be ap- 
proved. The "humanitarian" aid bills in both the 
Senate and Ibuse would give the president authority 
to use U.S. troops during the evacuation of Ameri- 
cans and Vietnamese. 

Dinh Ba Thi, head of the PRG delegation in Paris, 
has termed Ford's request for U.S. military troops to 
"cover the evacuation" as proof "that the Ford ad- 
ministration persists in its neo-colonialist agres- 
sion against South Vietnam and strives to accentu- 
ate the United States' military intervention." 

Thi noted that in recent weeks the U.S. has 
dispatched four aircraft carriers and dozens of war- 
ships to locations off the coast of South Vietnam, 
and denounced the action as an intensification of 
American military involvement and a direct violation 
of the Paris Peace Accords which calls for the U.S. 
to cease all military involvement in the affairs of 
South Vietnam. 

Dinh Ba Thi also denounced Defense Secretary 
Schlesinger's statement that the victory of the 
revolutionary forces would mean the "execution" of 
"200,000 South Vietnamese." Thi pointed out that the 
real bloodbath has been produced by the years of war 
waged by the U.S., including the direct intervention 
of more than a half million troops. 

The PRG representative called U.S. statements 
of an impending "bloodbath" after a PRG victory "an 
insult to the South Vietnamese people, and an attempt 
to fool the people of the United States" in the hope 
of getting further aid for the crumbling Saigon re- 
gime. 

"The real ity o f the matter," Thi said, "is that 
after the signing of the Paris Agreemeni; thousands 
of U.S. troops were withdrawn without difficulty from 
South Vietnam. 

"Therefore," he continued, "there is no reason 
why the withdrawal of 25,000 U.S. military agents 
disguised as civilians should not be possible with- 
out the presence of American Marines." Their with- 
drawal, he stressed, would encounter no obstacle 
from the PRG. 

— 30— 

(Thanks to Schofield Coryell in Paris.) 
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- OF NATIONAL UNITED FRONT 

DESCRIBES SITUATION IN CAMBODIA 

by Schofield Coryell 

"The people of Caxrbodia are exivemely appre- 
oiatlve of the faot that the Amerioan people j and 
pavti-Qulavly the progressive forces of the United 
States^ have opposed American aggression against 
Cambodia- ^e are heenly aware of the fact that 
Americans shed their blood at Kent State and 
Jackson State In 1970 In their struggle against 
the American Invasion of Cambodia. 

The Cambodians have no resentment against the 
American people ^ but we consider them as friends. 

We call on the American anti-war movement to do 
what It can to support Cambodia today with money^ 
and medicine. Such aid Is all the more appreciated 
In that It Is given without ulterior motives . " 

— Statement by Chau Seng, mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee 
of the National United Front of Cambodia, made on 
April 17, 1975 to Liberation News Service correspon- 
dent Schofield Coryell and addressed to the Ameri- 
can anti-war movement. 

PARIS (LNS) --"The regime of the clique of 
traitors in Phnom Penh has breathed its last. The 
National: United Front of Cambodia, the Royal Gov- 
ernment of National Union of Cambodia and the Peo- 
ple’s Armed Forces of National Liberation of Cam- 
bodia have assumed control of the capital and the 
entire territory of our country. It is a time of 
euphoria and joy for all the patriots of Cambodia." 

With these words, Chau Seng, member of the 
Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the 
National United Front of Cambodia, addressed the 
international press in Paris on April 17. 

Chau Seng declared that the revolutionary 
forces of Cambodia were able to triumph because 
of their policy of broad national unity against 
"the most barbarous imperialist aggression the coun- 
try had ever known throughout its history." 

He said that the new revolutionary govern- 
ment of Cambodia will stick to the policy of na- 
tional unity, based on the concept of national sov- 
ereignty and independence. The government will 
carry out no acts of vengeance, Chau Seng stressed, 
except against the "seven main traitors," led by 
Lon Nol. For the rest of the people there will be 
no discrimination based on political tendencies 
or so cial class. 

The immediate objective of the government, 
he explained, is to ’’build a prosperous Cambodia 
where every citizen will have enough to eat, decent 
clothing and housing, adequate education and med- 
ical care." 

Describing Cambodia's foreign policy,-^ Chau 
Seng said that the Royal Government will be neutral 
and non-aligned and will "tolerate no foreign mil- 
itary abases on its territory. He added that the 
new government would accept aid from any source, 
provided such aid is unconditional and given witfe 
respect for the country's independence. 

"The heroic anti -imperialist resistance of 
our people will result naturally in a new society," 
Chau stressed, "different from that which existed 


before the coup d'etat of March 18, 1970." (The 
CIA-backed coup tlJatt overthrew Prince Sihanouk 
and put Lon Nol in power.) 

He explained that this "new society ^already 
exists in the zones! long since liberated, "where 
the peoples' power reigns and elected revolut- 
ionary committees have assumed control and carry 
out the functions of administration." This sys- 
tem of revolutionary committees, he said, will 
now be extended throughout the country. 

Chau Seng added that Prince Sihanouk would 
remain the head of state and the Monarchy would 
continue to exist, but that what counts is "not 
the form of government, but the content . " 

Stressing the popularity of the revolution- 
ary government now in power, Chau Seng pointed 
out that the people greeted it with enthusiaBm! 
in Phnom Pehn, waving banners and flags. The rec- 
eption, he said, was prepared long in advance in 
anticipation of liberation. I'There is no 'blood 
bath'," he said laughingly. 

Chau Seng noted that the Lon Nol regime had 
not the slightest base of support. The entire 
Buddhisit Church of Cambodia, he said, had rallied 
to the National Liberation Front of Cambodia and 
the Royal Government of National Union. "Cambod- 
ian Buddhism;,''' he said, "is a social religion. It 
is closely linked to the people. In many areas 
in the liberated zones, the Buddhist no nastaries 
served as headquarters for the revolutionary com- 
mittees." 

The Cambodian leader pointed out that all 
the Ministers of the Royal Government are in 
Cambodia, and in or very near Phnom Phen at pres- 
ent. As for the leading members of the Lon Nol 
regime, they have all fled the country, he said. 

--30-- 
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ANTI-WAR PROTESTER GETS $20,000 BACK PAY 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- Charles an iiUs^'a^ 

New York teacher fired for his protest of the 
Vietnam war, has won $20,000 in back pay. The 
damages are to be paid by the school board which 
dismissed him after he wore a black armband in 
class to protest the Indochina war in 1969. 

A district court judge ruled that the 
wearing of the armband was a symbolic act and 
caused no disruption of classroom activities. 

--30— 

(Thanks to the American Civil Liberties Union for 
this information) . 

********* ******** **^^* *^^^^ *^^^^ *^^^^ *^^^^ ^ 

HUE AIMD HANOI COMMUNICATIONS RESTORED 

HANOI (LNS)--Telegraph and telephone lines 
between Hanoi and the former imperial capital of 
Hue have been re-established after being cut fer 
20 years, according to Vietnam News, the news 
agency of North Vietnam. 


ihe People's Liberation Armed Forces of the 
Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Vie 
- nam. fPRGl 1 ihjsrated__Hiie in l atia Ma-ryh - -30-- 
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THE COMPLETE (AT PRESENT) FACTS ABOUT THE PILL 

By Dena Dawson 
LIBERATION News Service 

(Edito:i>'s Note: The foltawing is a slightly 

edited teTsion of an ai^^tiole which appeared in the 
April issue of Pandora^ a Seattle women’s newspaper, 
^ile most of the information it includes is not 
neWy it provides a valuable summary of current med- 
ical research dbout the effects associated with T 
birth control pills and the risks involved in using 
them. 

An estimated ten million American women are e 
currently using some variety of birth control pill. 
It is important that those who do decide to use t 
the pill be aware of the risks. 

The article makes use of the findings of sev- 
eral large-scale studies: the Boston Collaborative 

Drug Surveillance Program (1972) j the Kaiser- 
Permanente Contraceptive Drugs Study (1967- ); 
and the British Royal College of General Practition- 
ers Study (Report on 1968-74), All are fairly re- 
cent ^ though they should in no way be considered ' 
the last word. Other findings are mentioned when 
there is an interesting minority opinion,) 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- The combined oral contracep- 
tives currently being prescribed in the United C : 
States consist o£ a combination o£ synthetic estro- 
gen and progestogen given £or three weeks with one 
week o££ the medication £or withdrawal bleeding. 

The primary mechanism o£ the combined steroids 
is to inhibit ovulation. Also, the cervical mucus 
is altered .^cl^mihg'-thibkaTandvvisMdTndoiihtrefifBrs 
with sperm penetration. Tire uterine lilting- is also 
changed so that it could not support a £ertilized 
egg--should one occur. Finally, the ovary's £unction 
is diminished. 

These two steroids, estrogen and progestogen, 
make up the various "low-dosage" oral contracep- 
tives currently available. Since 1969, when studies 
indicated that the risk o£thrombo-embol ism (blood 
clots) was probably greater in the "high-dosage”- - 
75 meg. or above- -estrogen pills, most physicians 
have prescribed the low dosage--50 meg. estrogen- 
medication. However, di££erent pills may have vary- 
ing potency although they have the same weight. 

To add to the contusion, some progestogens 
have various estrogenic e££ects and others have an 
anti-estrogenic e££ect. 

Since many o£ the side-e££ects o£ the oral con- 
traceptives are related to these estrogenic-proges - 
togenic activities, some physicians attempt to 
tailor the pill to the user's normal hormone levels. 
However, since a woman's biochemistry is as indivi- 
dual as a £ingerprint, those attempts can only be 
approximate. 

The majority o£ doctors suggest a low-dosage, 
mid-range medication to begin with, changing to a 
di££erent dosage or type o£ steroid later, i£ both- 
ersome side-e££ects occur. 


adverse reactions or the £ear of them^ 

Among the estrogen-related side-effects are: 
nausea and Vomiting which fusualiy<;disappear3 after 
2 or 3 menstrual cycles; fluid retention and cyclic 
weight gain that also usually disappears after 2 
or 3 cycles; breast tenderness; headaches and 
migraine headaches; vaginal discharges; chloasma 
(skin darkening) ; leg cramps; minor visual problems; 
and pruritis (itching) . 

The progestogen-related side effects include: 
menstrual changes (decreased flow or missed periods) 
steady weight gain; hirsutism (abnormal hair 
growth); acne; change in breast size; possible hair 
loss; headaches between pills; predisposition to 
yeast itifections: and fatigue. 

Side effects due to multiple causes are: 
breakthrough bleeding; depression; mood changes; 
and vaginal infections. 

If a woman is experiencing any of these side 
effects but still wishes to continue to use the 
pill, she should at least consider changing the 
type of pill. 

Major Risks and Contraindications 

Cancer 

Because of the long latency period, and the 
recent introduction of the pill, no evidence can be 
considered absolute, but, the on-going British study 
indicates that there is no difference in the inci- 
dence o f breast cancer in oral contraceptive users 
than in matched controls . 

Cervical cancer- Although the British report 
did not have sufficient evidence to evaluate the 
relationship between pill use and cervical abnormal- 
ities, the Kaiser study of over 9,000 women found 
no increased susceptibility in pill users. 

Nevertheless, because hormones are known to 
aggravate existing cancers, women with known malig- 
nancies should not take the pill. Some doctors also 
advise that women with a family history of cancer 
not take the pill. 

Hypertension 

The (Connection between high blood pressure 
and pill-users is confirmed by several studies. 

Also, the incidence of hypertension increases with 
the (duration of use, as does the incidence of 
spontaneous onset of elevated blood pressure. 

The British study reports twice the rate of 
hypertension in users after the first year and 
three times the rate after five years . The high- 
est rates observed were correlated to high proges- 
togen doses. 

The Kaiser study indicates that pill users are 
seven times more likely to develop hypertension than 
never users. 

Three to five percent of women who develop 
pill-related hypertension will return to normal 
within three months of stopping the pill. It is 
wise for an oral contraceptive user to have her 
bipod pressure checked at regular intervals. 

Thromboembolism 


Minor Side Effects 


About 40% of oral contraceptive users have side 
effects of one kind or another. Anywhere from 20% 
to 60% of users discontinue use during the first 
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lead to the clot breaking loose and- lodging in the 
lung (pulmonary embolism) --was found about five 
times more often in users of the pill than in con- 
trols. A related, less serious illness--superfi- 
cial thrombosis of the leg--was 48% more frequent 
in users, according to the British study. 

The incidence of deep vein thrombosis was re- 
lated to the higher dose of estrogen with increased 
incidence, with increasing age, though other research 
fails to confirm this finding. American studies 
estimated this risk for users anywhere from 4.4 to 
11 times higher than non-users. 

The risk, however small it is, does exist. From 
60-80 Women yout ofuTOO, 000 will be hospitalized for 
blood clotting disorders in any year; .3 of these 
100,000 will die. 

' ' T.H 0 incidence rate of heart attack among young 
women is rare. 'NevBrthbless,: the British report in«^ 
dicates a risk of about five times greater in users 
than in matched controls , and some American research- 
ers feel that women who have other high risk fac- 
tors (smoking, obesity, etc.) should not take the 
pill. 

Stroke - -Several studies show the incidence of stroke 
is about six times higher 1 ft pill users ithan in non- 
users. Recent findings in America on stroke in yo 
young women find the most significant risk for 
hemorrhagic stroke in women to be severe hyperten- 
sion. However, the data also suggest that heavy 
smoking may interact with oral contraceptives to in- 
crease this risk. The researchers recommend that 
any woman with any degree of high blood pressure 
avoid the pill, and that heavy smokers should use 
oral contraceptives cautiously. 

Women who have in the past had thrombophlebitis; 
or thromboembolic disorders , or strokes or whose 
family has a history of these diseases, absolutely 
must not take the pill. 

For women with no previous problems in this 
area, the signs to watch for are: severe headaches, 
sudden blurring of vision; flashing light sensation, 
severe leg pains, chest pains , shortness of breath. 

If a pill user experiences any of these signs, she 
should call her doctor immediately. 

Fertility, Pregnancy and Lactation— Among women de- 
siring pregnancy who stopped using the pill, there 
is a slight delay in return to full fertility, with 
conceptions peaking in the third post -pill month. 

Once pregnant, because of the possible effects on 
the developing fetus, a woman should not take the 
pill. 

Contraceptive hormones can be foiond in measur- 
able amounts in human milk. They also inhibit lacta- 
tion and reduce the protein concentration in human 
milk. For these reasons, a nuiiSing mother should 
not use the pill . 

Diabetes - -Although many studies have reported al- 
tered carbohydrate metabolism in (especially long 
time) pill users, the British report found no great- 
er incidence of diabetes among users. Women on the 
pill with a family history of diabetes should have 
a good glueose screening test, although some feel 
that high risk women should not take the pill at 
all - (For oral -contraceptive iisers;]isrith abnormal - 
glucose curye readings, supplemental Vitamin B 6 
may partially restore the normal curve, according 
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to some findings.) 

Gallbladder Disease— An increased incidence of 
gallbladder disease and gallstones has been found 
in pill users. Although the number of cases was 
extremely small, a correlation was found between 
the increased incidence of the disease with increased 
progestogen dosage. While women users after two 
years of use show no increased risk, after four years 
on the pill they had twice as many incidents of gall- 
stones as non-users. The British estimate 68 new 
cases per 100,GOO.users annually. The Boston sur- 
vey shows twice the risk for users — 158 vs. 79 — 
and indicates thatcauseeptiblevwomen develop gall- 
bladder disease early in pill use. 

Liver- -Fourteen cases of benigh liver tumor in pill 
users have been discovered in the U.S. and England. 

In relation to the millions of women using the pill, 
the prevalence is very low. Unfortunately, the 
tumors may produce no symptoms except hemorrhage. 
Clearly, women with liver disease or those who ex- 
perienced jaundice during a pregnancy istoMdmdt 
take oral contraceptives. 

Urinary Disorders - -Both the British and Kaiser stud- 
ies show higher numbers of urinary tract infections 
in pill users than non-users -- from 33-50%. 

Vaginal Infections- -Pill users show higher rates of 
various vaginal infections, such as moniliasis and 
trichomonas. Cervicitis, on the other hand, may 
be correlated with increased progestogen dosage 
and length of use. TEseOccurrenc® was three times 
that of non-users % 5 r-the sixth year. However, since 
users may have pelvictexaminations more frequently, 
and may have different coital patterns, there may 
be some bias in the reporting. 

Gonorrhea- -While no proved correlation exists in 
the use of the pill and gonorrhea, users certainly 
are a Jxigh risk group for this disease. It is 
. possible that the pill diminishes local protective 
mechanisms against it. Since the complications of 
the untreated disease can include tubal damage with 
subsequent infertility, pill users who might have 
been exposed should be scrupulous about having cul- 
tures taken. 

Menstrual Disorders — Most of the menstrual complaints 
are actually lessened on the pill. However, women 
with irregular and few periods, or no periods at 
all, should not take the pill. 

Skin Disorders- -The pill does appear to alter the 
skin's sensitivity. Seventy per 100,000 users will 
develop skin discoloration while on the pill. This 
is also aggravated by sunlight. While acne is usu- 
ally improved in users, some progestogen combinations 
can increase it. 

Depression- -The British report "no convincing evi- 
dence" that pill users have more severe depression 
than non-users. 

On the other hand, estrogen-related mood alter- 
ations have been reported. Many researchers feel 
that women with a history of depression should not 
take the pill. 

Vitamins- -Changes in blood levels of certain vita- 
mins and minerals have been reported in oral contra- 
ceptive users. Levels of vitamin A, copper, iron, 
insulin and growth hormone are increased, while lower 
levels of vitamin:; ]^ 6 y ma|h 0 siuiti»' folic' aigi^,- ascor- 
bic acid (vitamin C) , calcium and zinc occur. 
(CONTINUED ON INSIDE FRONT COVER) 
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From: Pacific Counseling Service, 2588 Mission 

St., Room 220, San Francisco, Ca. 94110 

(415) 285-1212. 

"For over five years Pacific Counseling Ser- 
vice (PCS) has run counseling and organizing pro- 
jects in Japan and Okinawa, where the military 
still has over 200,000 servicepeople poised for 
attack against the peoples of Asia." 

PCS is now recruiting people to work with 
GI's at PCS projects in Japan. PCS reports that 
a high percentage of servicepeople stationed in 
Asia are Third World people, and among servicero. 
people "resentment against their role and gpeci- 
fic conditions is high." 

"The potential for organizing and political 
education is good," PCS reports, "Activity at the 
centers is high,’ both among Third, Wcrl'dn^ndv'WJiiite 
GI's." 

PCS needs "people with a strong interest in 
working with GI's and their families. Organizers 
should have a strong proletarian standpoint and 
experience, and preferably some experience in the 
military." Subsistance and transportation for 
organizers will be provided^ by PCS. People in- 
terested in working with the projects should con* 
tact PCS at above address. 

From: Jackrabbit Press, 454 Willamette St., 
r 'Eugene, Oregon 97401. i 

Jackrabbit Women's Press in Eugene, Oregon, 
and Olive Press of Portland, will be ' Co-sponsor- 
ing a conference for women involved in the print 
media on May 25-26 in Portland. 

Women involved in printing, type setting, 
distribution, book publishing and other aspects 
of printed media are urged to attend. Workshops 
will be held on ^^sharing skills and knowledge/ 
people's technology", "buying supplies collective- 
ly", "setting up distribution networks'', "women 
working in commercial shops/union organizing", 
"establishing small shops" and on other areas of 
interest. 

Registration is $5.00 axid includes food and 
supplies for the two days. iThose interested in 
the conference should contact Jackrabbit .Press at 
the above address „ 

From: Campaign for Democratic Freedoms, P.O. Box 

9662, Marina Del Rey, Ca. 90291 . Phone (213) 

821-9596 or (213) 478-1169. 

"'Conspiracy in America, From Dallas to Water- 
gate' is the topic of a three day conference sched- 
uled to take place in Los Angeles May 16-18. "7The 
conference will feature "films, panels, and’ wbrk‘’ 
shops on assassinations, government intelligence, 
and community/ labor repression." 

Mark Lane, author of "Rush to Judgement," v. ‘ 
will give the conference's keynote address and 
Several activists involved in exposing government 
conspiracies, such as Louis Tackwood, Mae Brussell, 
Charles Garry and David DuBois and others y wi ll 
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appear as panelists. 

Workshops on a variety of topics such as 
"How to get your dossier from the FBI under the 
new Freedom of Information Act," and "Organizing 
for Public Action" are also scheduled. 

The (Conferen©® will be held on the campus 
of UCLA. x i , ; X ;;;, Registration is $6.00 
for the general public; $4.50 for students and 
unemployed and should be made before the confer- 
ence by contacting the Campai^ for Democratic 
Freedoms at the above address . 

* * * 

From: Puerto Rican Solidarity Day Committee, 

P.O. Box 319, Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 

J 10003. 

A number of resource materials on U.S, dom- 
ination of Puerto Rico are available from the 
Puerto Rican Solidarity Day Committee. The re- 
sources can be used community or workplace organ- 
izing and in schools. ‘ 

The materials include a slide show with 
audiotape on the proposed '!Superport''l 'EPuertb 
Rico Libre!" , ,a ten-page( monthly : newsletter in 
English; an in format ign packet ; a speakers bur- 
eau; paperback books; pamphlets; and posters. 

In addition, the Solidarity Day Committee 
necomroends's three ^ film^idistributed bj? Tricont- 
inental Film Center (333 Sixth Avenue, New York, 
N.Y. 10014) as resource materials . They are 
"The Nationalists: Patriotism is Valor and Sacri- 
fice," which examines the Nationalist movement in 
the 1950' s; fICUlebra: The Beginning," which looks 
at an island's struggle to prevent the U.S. mili- 
tary from using the island for war manuevers ; and 
I'Puerto Rico: Pais Colonizado," which features 
the UN's 1972 hearings'.' on' thex colonial status of 
Puerto Rico . 

The Puerto Rican Solidarity Day Committee 
also plans to release two other slide shows in the 
near future. For the prices and avail ablity of . 
these resources, contact the above. 

From:’ institute Mountain West , 2096 Emerson St. , 
''Denver, Colorado 80205. Phone (303) 573-6394. 

■'■'We are a eemmunity uf individuals looking 
for -people:' involved- in- radical political activity 
to be part of an established community . 

"Our work is in many directions. We were an 
information center during the AIM actions in 
Wounded Knee and more recently at Keshena, Wisc- 
onsin. We've worked ... to change conditions at. 
state prisons, and have been active in organizing 
the Women's Transition House, a women's festival 
and men's consciousness raising groups." 

Community members live in a large house and 
share rent and food - $70 per month. If interested 
contact the above. 

^ is ' 
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From: Pacific Northwest Research Center, University 

of Oregon, Eugene, Ore. 97403. 

"We are a movement research group that moni- 
ters corporate activity in the Northwest. 'Boeing 
Arms the Corporate Empire* is a new pamphlet we 
wrote for the Stop the B-1 Bomber Campaign. The 
pamphlet shows how pervasive militarism is in Am- 
erican society and documents the inability of one 
U.S. corporation to survive when not on the mili- 
tary dole." 

Chapter headings in the Boeing pamphlet in- 
clude, Boeihg and ’the B-1 i "Senator ' Scoop ' 

Jackson, Wall Street Control, Agribusiness, and 
Labor. Charts and graphs are included. Pamphlets 
are plus 25^ postage, or for orders of ten or 
more, 50 ^ per copy plus 10% for postage. Copies are 
available from the above address or from local 
American Friends Service Committee groups . 

* * * 

From: The Ladder, P.O. Box 5025, -Washington Sta-' 

tion, Reno, Nevada 89503. 

"'The Lesibiah in Literature tsis an annotated 
bibliography of all known books in the English 
language concerned with lesbianism or having les- 
bian chaacters except those that we omitted.. .as 
trash." The bibliography lists and annotates hun- 
dreds of books and represents an expanded edition 
of the 1972 edition of The Lesbian in Literaure. 

The bibliography is $10,00 with discount : 
rates available for bookstores. Payment should be 
made in full to the above. 

ie * ^ . 

From: Long Time Coming, Box 161 , Station E, . 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 

"The Myth of Madness',' is a pamphlet published 
by Long TimeiComing, a Canadian lesbian newspaper. 
The pamphlet deals with lesbians* personal exper- 
iences with f 'mental health" institutions . Chapter 
headings include shock treatment, drug therapy, 
insulin therapy, behavior therapy, lesbians as 
patients in mental hospitals, and alternatives to 
traditional therapy. 

"Mothers and Daughters," also published by 
Long Time Coming, deals with hoW lesbian mothers 
dealewith their role, especially in relation to 
their daughters . Articles in this publication in- 
clude how lesbians relate to their straight r ; 
mothers:, how daughters relate to their mother's 
lesbianism, and what lesbian mothers hope for t .e 
their .daughters ' future. 

"Myth and Madness" is $1.25 per copy, "Mo- 
thers and Daughters" $1.75 per copy, postage paid. 
Bulk rates are available on request by writing to 
the above. 

•k ie °k 

END OF~RMBB TObAY 

DEAR FOLKS : 


JUSTICE DEPARTMENT STUDY SAYS GOVERNMENT LOSES 
POLITICAL CASES BECAUSE OF JURORS* ATTITUDES 

WASHINGTON (LNS)--Juror ’ s attitudes were 
responsible for the government’s inability to 
obtain convictions in many political trials over 
the last seven years, concluded a Justice Depart- 
ment survey released in mid-April. 

The study was ordered in September 1974, after 
Judge Fred Nichol, on grounds of governmental 
misconduct , dismissed charges against Russell Means 
and Dennis Banks stemming from their involvement 
in the 1973 occupation of Wounded Knee*, Explain- 
ing his reasons for dismissing the larceny, as- 
sault, and conspiracy charges, Nichols cited the 
behavior of the FBI, and the prosecution’s refu- 
sal to let the remaining eleven jurors continue 
to hear the case after the twelfth fell ill. 

, The Justice Department’s study was kept se- 
cret until April 16, when a St. Louis Court of 
Appeals denied the government’s appeal of Nichol ’s 
decision. 

”It seems. .k that these cases (in the past 
seven years) were lost because they were tried 
before jurors at least ip^trtLaU^l:^ composed of 
people willing to be convinced of governmental 
misconduct, or willing to believe the exculpatory 
motives alleged by the defense,” the report stated. 

’’The defense sought, and was able to evoke 
the sense that the Government used the legal sys- 
tem to legitimize or enforce unpopular policies 
or decisions.” 

Joyce Selander, a juror in the Means and Banks 
trial, disagreed with the government’s explan- 
ation for its failure to get convictions. ” As far 
as I’m concerned, there wasn’t sufficient evidence, 
she said. ’’You can’t win a case when there’s not 
enought evidence. The prosecution’ s overzealous- 
ness led to misconduct.” 

’’They were very incompetent in the way they 
presented the case,” said Elaine Gorno, another 
juror on the case® ”I didn’t think they should 
have gone to trial to begin with.” 

Sociologist Jay Schulman of the Fair Jnry 
Project, a group tfeat helps "defense 
itical trials to select impartial jurors, poirit- 
ed' out , ’’They ’ re eiomining :l.the: wr^ cfuds bian 
ought to have been looking at their own behaviot — 
why they brought the cases, how they were conducted 

’’The main reasons they lost were first, mis- 
conduct and that they didn’t have any case ^ Second- 
ly, these were good jurors,” Schulman continued. 
’’That they were good jurors was the result of a 
lot of f actors--they didn’t just emerge. We did 
do a lot of hard work and it made a difference® 

We were able to get people in the jury box who 
were able to seenwhat the government was doing® 
Obviously this doesn’t happen in every trial*” 

-30- 
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[see, ^jkphics to go with this story] 

MASSIVE DEMONSTRATION COMMEMORATES BATTLES 
OF LEXINGTON AND CONCORD 

CONCORD, Mass. (LNS)-^More than 35,000 people 
in ponring rain and darkness joined the People's 
Bicentennial Commission (PBC) April 19 at the bat- 
tle site of Concord, Mass, to commemorate the beg- 
inning of the American Revolution. The massive mid- 
night to 8:00 a.m. rally for "economic independence' 
was planned as a show of protest preceding a visit 
to the site by President Gerald Ford. 

"Two hundred years ago, a handful of revolu-' 
tionaries pointed an accusing finger at the rich 
merchants and the monarchy," the People's Bicenten- 
nial Commission told LNS. "Today we are pointing 
an accusing finger once again — this time at the 
corporate monarchs that rule over America." 

PBC, a radical alternative to the corporate- 
sponsored American Revolution Bicentennial Comm- 
ission, believes that the two hundrolth anniversary 
of the founding of this country should be a time 
to "restore democratic representation in government 
by challenging the stranglehold that giant corpora- 
tions now exert." 

The eight hour gathering, combining pageantry 
and protest, included a narrative history of the 
176Q's and 1770's, quotes and oratory from the 
founding revolutionaries, contemporary speeches re- 
lating to the crisis in the economy, and music and 
songs from America's past. 

Among those who spoke at the rally were envir- 
onmentalist Barry Commoner, Richard Chavez of the 
United Farm Workers, suffragist Florence Luscomb, 
and Anita Bond, representative from local 1199 of 
the United Hospital Workers Union. 

Folksingers Pete Seeger, Phil Ochs, Arlo Guth- 
rie and Holly Near were also well received. Follow- 
ing each performer, PBC workers quoted passages 
on economic democracy by revolutionary patriots. 

' Midnight ride car caravans carried people to 
the site from Boston and the surrounding areas at 
one minute past midnight, coimnemorating’ th[e mid- 
night ride of Paul Revere and William Dawes. 

At 5 a.m., limited by conditions of theii* 
National Park Service permit, the PBC recessed its 
program to allow the Boston 200 Bicentennial Com- 
mission to re-enact cannon firing at the bridge. 
State troopers and local police quickly moved to 
cordon off the PBC area on the west side of the 
river before the Presidential motorcade arrived. 
Helicopters buzzed overhead and Coast Guard launch- 
es, one with two frogmen aboard, guarded the river. 

When a Concord official opened the ceremonies 
for the president at 10 a.m., over 10,000 PBC sup- 
porters who had remained through the night began 
to jeer and chant, frequently drowning out Ford's 
speech. 

Ford brought on a flurry of chants when he 
spoke of how "from militias of raw recruits, the 
American military stands in the front lines of the 
free world. ""No more war, no more war," the dem- 
onstrators chanted from the other side of the 
river. 


Chants of "Lay off profits, not people," and 
"Long live the American Revolution!" continued for 
the duration Of Ford's nine minute speech. 

Halfway through the speech, five demonstrat- 
ors tried to struggle nacross swamps to the east 
banks of the river. Ml'ice stopped them, clubbing 
one into the mud. 

After Ford left, about 1000 denonstrators 
waded across the river to join the presidential 
parade that followed the cerenony. Some held 
flags of the early revolutionary period, emblaz- 
oned with a coiled rattlesnake and the motto, 

"Don't Tread On Me." 

-30- 

****:*f*****‘i!:************************ ************* 

INSURANCE COMPANY TAKES IT OUT AGAINST PORTUGAL 

WASHINGTON (LNS) --The Kemper Insurance Comp- 
any announced on April 7 that it would cancel its 
plans to hold its annual sales conference sched- 
ualed for June in Esteril , Portugal . James S. 

Kemper Jr., the president of the company, said 
"We will not contribute more than aiihalf million 
dollars to the economy of a nation which has nation 
alized its insurance companies and banks." 

Acco rdinglto ' Kemper , the company i which hoi ds 
insurance policies for 4 million people, has 
decided instead that "the conference will be held 
in a beautiful American city in an atmosphere 
of freedom, democracy and good-will." 

-30- 

RIVER POLLUTION IN BRAZIL KILLS WILDLIFE, 
INCLUDING VULTURES 

SAO PAULO, Brazil (LNS)--Pollution that is 
killing the wildlife that inhabits the rivers of 
southern Brazil has begun killing the vultures 
that feed on their bodies, an envioionmental 
specialist reported recently. 

The Brazilian scientist who made the report 
said that vultures, under government protection 
in Brazil > are disappearing because they feed on 
ducks, frogs, and snakes killed by chemical pl- 
lution in the rivers. The bodies contain such a 
large amount of the poison that it kills the vul- 
tures al so . 

"Within a few years the Vulture will be a 
zoo attraction," said the specialist. 

-30- 

HEY, BROTHER CAN YOU SPARE $20,000? 

NEW YORK (LNS)— Former New York State Supreme 
Court Judge Owen McGivern is calling on President 
Ford to raise the pay for federal judges from 
$40,000 to $60,000 per year. The present salary, 
McGivern insists, has forced federal judges to 
live "lives of honorable poverty." 

"It's a deplorable situation," McGivern said 
of the judges' $40,000 a year salary plus expense 
account. "There's very little take home pay and 
it's very difficult to exist." 

-30- 
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(Note to Editors: LNS will print an interview with 
Mary Jo Cook in a future packet.) 

FORMER FBI INFORMANT SPIED ON ATTICA DEFENSE; 

TESTIFIES SHE ’^COMMITTED A POLITICAL CRIME’’ 

BUFFALO (LNS ) --Former FBI informant, Mary Jo 
Cook, testified in New York State Supreme Court April 
21 that she regularly gave the FBI ’detailed reports 
6n "defense strategy nin cases stemming from/lthecAtti-"- 
canprison uprising in 1971. 

Cook first revealed her FBI involvement in a 
press conference in Buffalo April 12. At that time 
she admitted ^having been hired by the FBI to infil- 
trate and report on the Buffalo chapter of the VVAW/ 
WSO, and various defense committees including Attica, 
the'^’'LeHvenfeoEth' Brothers and Gary Lawton. She also 
gave 'the Bureau Thformat ion on exile groups in Cana- 
da and various women’s organizations. 

The April 21 hearing was called to determine 
whether the Attica defense was hampered in some way 
by Cook’s infiltrations. The hearing halted pro- 
ceedings in the case of Attica defendant Shango (Ber- 
nard Stroble), accused of murder and kidnapping of 
an inmate. 

Cook first began working with the FBI in 1973 
when she was hired to infiltrate the VVAW/WSO- in a- 
Baf f alhixviiThrbughah^r atite of ’ WAW/WSO meet- 

ings, Cook eventually came in contact with the Atti- 
ca defense. In December 1973, she began working on 
the Attica Fair Jury Project, an organization which 
eventually succeeded in getting the entire Erie Coun- 
ty jury pool thrown out for discrimination against 
women and students. 

’’She was essentially a member of the VVAW, and 
they give us support,” said one Attica defense work- 
er. ’’She put in some work on the defense, especial- 
ly on the jury selection strategy^ It enabled the 
prosecution to stack the jurors against us--to elim- 
inate those we’d want on the jury, and keep those 
we didn’t want. It enabled them essentially to read 
our minds.” 

Cook testified at the hearing that during a 
critical period from March to November of 1974, she 
gave her FBI control agent, Gary Lash, upwards of 
forty reports a month, mostly on the activities 
of the Attica legal defense. In return, the FBI 
raised her monthly payment from $300 to $400. 

Furthermore, during this time Cook had contact 
with many Attica defendants, including the recent- 
ly convicted John Hill and Charley Joe Pernasilice. 

In response to Cook’s disclosures April 12, an attor- 
ney for Hill and Pernasilice, William Kunstler, an- 
nounced he was moving for a delay in the two defen- 
dants’ sentencing, pending a further hearing on 
Cook’s involvement in that case. 

”I committed a political crime,” said Mary Jo 
Cook in her testimony at the hearing. ”Tt was as 
if I was a tv monitor, (looking) into people’s lives. 
I gave them so much infortrmtion without even think- 
ing about it. That’s 1984. 

”I can’t believe I destroyed people’s rights to 
privacy, to free assembly,” Cook continued. ”I took 
that right away by giving the information about them 
to the FBI.” 


During her testimony. Cook also admitted act- 
ing as a double agent. She explained that she of- 
ten got information oh the Attica legal defense 
from the FBI, which she passed on to the defense, 
not telling them where she’d gotten the informa- 
tion. 

”My life was a mess . . .really a mess,” 

Cook testified, explaining her original involve- 
ment with the FBI. ”I couldn’t believe I had 
been that stupid. 

”I was looking for something to do honorably,” 
she continued. ”I thought it was honorable . . • 

I think I really believed what I had seen on tel- 
evision about the FBI.” Cook said she originally 
thought the FBI people she dealt with were ’’prin- 
cipled and moral.” 

Members of the VVAW/WSO in Buffalo explained 
that a series of events--including Cook’s going 
to see the film ’’Attica” and a July 4 VVAW/WSO 
demonstration in Washington — ’’completely changed 
her mind about her involvement with the FBI,” 
leading her to admit to them her FBI role. She 
then offered to cooperate with VVAW/WSO and with 
the defense organizations she had spied on. 

”It’s all part of an over-all pattern,” said 
Attica defense worker Bruce Soloway. ”It ties in 
with the Bell testimony (charges by a former Atti- 
ca prosecutor that possible police crimes during 
the Attica uprising were covered up).” 

’’We’re going to move for dismissal of the 
charges against all the Attica brothers (the al- 
most 40 still awaiting trial),” Soloway continued® 
’’But it’s even more important to make clear to the 
public how the prosecution works. The government 
is not interested in fair trials, and this FBI 
thing proves it.” 

- 30 - 

DIVORCED LESBIAN MOTHER WINS CUSTODY OF HER CHILD 

NEWARK, Ohio (LNS)—Sallie Hall, a lesbian 
mother, recently won custody af her daughter after 
her former husband had suedefordcus tody solely on 
the grounds that Sallie Hall is a lesbian and lives 
with another lesbian. 

Witnesses testifying for David Hall, the hus- 
band, admitted that aside from her sexual prefer- 
ence, they considered Sallie Hall a good parent to 
Martha Ann, her six-year-old daughter. 

A psychiatrist testifying for the defense 
said that lesbianism reflects no psychological 
maladjustment or abnormality and that Sallie Hall’s 
lesbianism has had and would have no adverse effects 
on her daughter. 

- 30 - 

(thanks to New Women’ s Times in Rochester, N®Y® 
for this information.) 

HOT NEWS? COLD NEWS? . . . ANY NEWS??? 

PLEASE LET US KNOW. WE DEPEND ON YOU FOR 
INFORMATION, SO SEND US TWO COPIES OF YOUR 
PAPERS AND ANY OTHER NEWS THAT SEEMS IMPORTANT. 

THANKS 

on to graphics. 


j. 
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TOP RIGHT: Nuez cartoon of the PRG sweeping 

Thieu and Uncle Sam out of Vietnam. 

SEE THE VIETNAM STORY ON PAGE 1. 

CREDIT: Nuez/ GRANMA/LNS 


TOP LEFT: Young critics of our current 

economic system wore American revolutionary 
garb for the Bicentennial to remind us of our 
political heritage. 

SEE PAGE 7. 

CREDIT: LNS WOMENS GRAPHICS. 


MIDIiLE RIGHT: Police barricaded roads, posted 

no parking signs throughout Concorde, and 
towed cars on the rainy night of the Peopled 's 
Bicentennial celebration. Nonetheless, some 
35,000 people hiked into the site from 
distances of three to six miles. 

SEE THE STORY ON PAGE 7. 

CREDIT: LNS WOMENS GRAPHICS 


BOTTOM RIGHT: A Concord" boy was dressed 

for the occasion. 

SEE PAGE 7 FOR THE STORY. 

CREDIT: LNS WOMENS GRAPHICS 


MIDDLE LEFT: "FOOD FOR PEOPLE NOT PROFIT" 

was one of the banners exhibited at 
the all night demonstration in Concorde. 

THE STORY IS ON PAGE 7. 

CREDIT: LNS WOMENS GRAPHICS 


BOTTOM LEFT: Townspeople decked out in 

costumes of the late eighteenth century 
prepare to reenact the historic events 
of April 1775. 

SEE THE BICENTENNIAL STORY ON PAGE 7. 

CREDIT: LNS WOMENS GRAPHICS 


go on! 
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REGSOT PHOI'OS FROM uA SOUTH VIEIMM AFTER LIBERATION 



TOP RIGHT: Scene in street -of Da Nang, South '7:. , ,. 
Vietnam, March 29, 1975, a few days after it was 
liberated from Saigon control. 

THESE (X) WITH STORIES • IN PACKETS #691, 692, & 694. 

ALSO SEE STORIES ON PAGE 1 & 2, THIS PAGKET. 

ALSO SEE PHOTOS M PACKETS #691, 692, & 693. 

CREDIT: Giai Phong/LNS. Giai Phong is the PRG 
press agency. 


TOP LEFT : Young liberation fighters and resi- 
dents of Da Nang, South Vietnam, March 29, 
1975, a f®? days after the area was liberated 
from Saigon control. 

THESE GO WITH THE STORIES IN PACKETS #691, 692, 
6c 694; ALSO SEE STORIES ON 6c 2, 

THIS PACKET. 

ALSO SEE PHOTOS IN PACKETS #691, 692, 6c693. 

CREDIT: Giai. Phoiig/INS* Giai Phong is the 
PRG press agency. 


BOTTOM RIGEET: Scene in street of Da Nang, South 
Vietnam March 29, 1975, a few days after it 
was liberated from Saigon control. 

THESE GO WITH STORIES IN PACKETS #691, 692, 6c694; 

ALSO SI® STORIES ON PA(®S 1 6c 2, THIS PACKET. 
ALSO SEE PHOTOS IN PACKETS #691, 692, 6c 693. 

CREDIT: Giai Phong/INS. Giai Phong is the PRG 
press agency. 


BOTTOM lEFT : Scene from liberated Da Nang. 

GOES WITH, STORIES IN PACKETS #691, 692,6c694. 

ALSO SEE STORIES ON PAGES 16c2, THIS PACKET. 
ALSO SEE PHOTOS IN PACKETS #691 , 692, 6c693. 

CREDIT: POLITIQIIE HEBDO/INS 
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TOP RIGHT: Photo from Fayette County, Tenn 
CREDIT: Michael Abramson/LNS 


TOP LEFT: Photo from Fayette County, Tenn 
CREDIT: Michael Abramson/LNS 



BOTTOM RIGHT: Photo from Fayette County, Tenn. BOTTOM LEFT: Photo from Fayette County, Tenn. 

CREDIT: Michael Abramson/LNS CREDIT: Michael Abramson/LNS 
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